INDIAN HEAD ROCK FACT SHEET
➢ Indian Head Rock contains possible Native American petroglyphs and the names of
prominent residents of Greenup County and Portsmouth, Ohio.
➢ Indian Head Rock is described by Squier and Davis in their 1847 publication titled “Ancient
Monuments of the Mississippi Valley.” This was one of the first archaeological surveys
undertaken in the middle Ohio Valley.
➢ Indian Head Rock was designated archaeological site 15Gp173 by the University of
Kentucky Office of State Archaeology.
➢ Kentucky owns to the low water mark of the north shore of the Ohio River. Indian Head
Rock was located underwater near the south shore of the Ohio River and is the property of
the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
➢ Removal of Indian Head Rock from the Ohio River represents theft of cultural property
belonging to the Commonwealth of Kentucky.
➢ Indian Head Rock was removed from the Ohio River without the permission of the
Commonwealth of Kentucky and without a permit from the Department of Anthropology,
University of Kentucky (KRS 164.720).
➢ Removal of Indian Head Rock from the Ohio River removed it from its historical context and
destroyed much of its archaeological and research value.
➢ The disturbance of archaeological sites on state property is a Class D Felony (KRS 164.990).
➢ Removal of Indian Head Rock from the Ohio River required a permit from the Army Corp of
Engineers. Those who removed the rock applied for a permit after they had adversely
impacted this archaeological site.
➢ Indian Head Rock was transported from Kentucky to Ohio in violation of the Archaeological
Resources Protection (ARPA) Act of 1979 (16 U.S.C. 470aa-470mm). Section 6 (c) of this
act prohibits interstate or foreign commerce involving archeological resources that have been
excavated, removed, sold, purchased, exchanged, transported, or received in violation of
State or local law. In U.S. v. Gerber, (999 F.2d 1112 [7th Cir. 1993], cert. Denied, 510 U.S.
1071 [1994]) this provision of ARPA was upheld by the federal courts.
➢ Removal of Indian Head Rock was done without consideration of how much it would
deteriorate once it was removed from the protective waters of the Ohio River, where it was in
no danger.
➢ The theft, selling, and buying of antiquities is a national and international problem. Once a
site is destroyed, it is gone forever. And so too is the history that was preserved at that site.
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